INTRODUCTION








As Scouters, we are always looking for new and interesting places for our Troops to camp.  Some Troops like to camp in “old, familiar” camps.  Others prefer to change their Camping Program from year to year.  One of the primary purposes of the Order of the Arrow is to promote Scout Camping.   This guide, “Where To Go Camping,” is a means to that end.  





In Scouting, we believe that each Scout should have the maximum opportunity to enjoy and learn from the outdoors.  Each Scout can learn to appreciate the grandeur that is Nature -- from the majesty of the forests to the vastness of the oceans.





This is the first edition of the latest “Where To Go Camping.”  It is by no means complete; nor is it meant to be.  The Editors believe that this should be a continuing “work in progress,” which will be added to and deleted from by successive Camp Promotion Committees and Troop Committees.  By doing this, each Troop can add to it’s “camping database” and, we hope, have a more complete “camping experience.”  The Editors also desire that, as Troops learn of new and interesting places to camp, they will not keep this information secret.  Rather, they should “pass along” the information to other Troops or the Lodge’s Camp Promotion Committee.  This way, all Troops can enjoy the various camping possibilities.





This guide is as accurate as the information that we received from the various Councils, etc.  In this first edition we concentrated on Boy Scout and Girl Scout Councils in New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and Connecticut.  If you know of any errors or omissions, please let us know.  We are only as good as the information we have at hand.  If you know of any places that you think we  should include in future editions, please let us know.  If you know of any good places “outside of Scouting,” please let us know.  There are many State and County parks, forests and nature reserves where we can camp.  Also, there are many commercial possibilities, such as Canoe/Rafting trips on various rivers.  These also add to the outdoor experience.  Please share them with us so that we can share them with others.
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THE ORDER OF THE ARROW





The Order of the Arrow is Scouting’s “Brotherhood of Honor Campers.”  We promote camping and the outdoor experience.  We are a regular part of the BSA’s camping program.  We participate at both the Troop and Council levels.  We are guided by the principles of Cheerful Service  This guide is an example of that cheerful service.











Purpose of the Order of the Arrow





1.  To recognize those campers -- Scouts, Explorers and Scouters -- who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives and by such recognition cause other campers to conduct themselves in such manner to warrant recognition.





2.  To develop and maintain camping traditions and spirit.





3.  To promote scout camping, which reaches its greatest effectiveness as a part of the Unit camping program, and to help the District and Council camping program both year around and in the Summer Camp, as directed by the Camping Committee and the Council.





4.  To crystallize the Scout habit of helpfulness into a life purpose of leadership in cheerful service to others
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TOUR PERMITS








Tour Permits are required any time the Unit travels outside the local Council “jurisdiction.”  They insure that Units will maintain Scouting’s standards and high ideals.  They also serve as a means of fulfilling the Council’s obligation to protect the health and safety of  the Scouts.  The Editors believe that it’s a good idea to submit a Tour Permit any time that the Unit moves outside of its regular meeting place, except for designated District/Council functions (i.e., Skill Rallies or Camp-O-Ree’s).





There are two types of Tour Permits:  Local and National.





1.  Local Tour Permits.


	Local Tour Permits are required for Units traveling within one day’s travel from the local Council.  The local Council issues the Permit.  It must be submitted at least one week in advance of the proposed travel. 





2.  National Tour Permits.


	National Tour Permits are required for Units traveling more than one day’s travel from the local Council (usually 500 miles or more).  Units can obtain the Application from the local Council.  The National Organization issues the Permit.  It must be submitted at least three weeks in advance of the proposed travel.








The Local Tour Permit is the most often used permit.  The Editors recommend submitting Tour Permit Applications for the entire year’s camping program at the beginning of the “Scouting Year” (i.e., in September, or whenever your Troop starts it’s calendar).  We have found that this saves a lot of time and simplifies the Unit Camping Coordinator’s job.  After the local Council approves the Permits, the Unit’s leader (i.e., the Troop Scoutmaster) retains them and provides them whenever necessary.
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We have included a copy of a typical Local Tour Permit.  The Tour Permit Application is also available as a Microsoft Word Template.  To complete it, you simply “fill in the blanks.”  Another Arrowman developed it in the spirit of cheerful service.  The Editors have a copy and will gladly pass it on to any Unit that wants it.  Additionally, this entire Guide is available as several MS Windows-compatible files.  We will also pass them on to any Unit that wants them























A WORD (OR TWO, OR MORE) ABOUT THE CAMPS





We listed the camps by Council within Regions.  For the Boy Scout Camps we included information about both Summer and Winter facilities.  Where possible, we included information on what Summer Camp facilities the Camps offer..





We did not include fees for the camps.  The fees change from year to year.  We recommend that you contact the Council to find out their fees.





Also, we did not include fees for the Girl Scout camps.  Their fees vary widely, depending on the type of group (i.e., Boy Scout Troops, “Public Use” Groups).  Contact the Council to find out what type of group they consider you, and the appropriate fees.
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