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Welcome to the Commissioners' Internet Resources Workshop!   I hope you enjoy it. This
course was designed for Commissioners with some experience under their belts and an
interest in using the vast resources available on the Internet via a personal computer to
help Districts, Troops, Posts, Packs, and Ships to improve their programs.   However, this
information is not limited to just Commissioners, it is for anyone interested in helping to
Deliver the Promise of Scouting to youth members.  This workshop is the result of over
two years of effort in collecting and preparing information in order to give you the best
possible foundation in using all of the resources available to you to serve as a volunteer
Scouter.



Just in case you may not be an experienced Commissioner or Scouter, I have included a
lot of introductory information on the Commissioner Service and how to make it work for
you.  This should help you have a good foundation on the basics before we switch into
high gear and move on to the Information Superhighway.

After the basics of Commissioner Service operation, you will find information on how to
get access to the Internet and a primer on e-mail.

Once you are comfortable with e-mail, we’ll explore how to use the rest of the Internet’s
resources to get to valuable resources ranging from sample ceremonies, information on
Scouting events, Scouting policies, copies of various Scouting books and manuals,
graphics files and much more.

Finally, you will also have the opportunity to put all of the basics and resources to use as
test your skills as a Commissioner by working through some practical discussion
questions.

A few lines down you will find a detailed Table of Contents for this set of Web Pages that
will help you navigate through all of the information you can find here.  And if you are
just interested in skipping down to the Internet Resources, please be patient and keep
scrolling down - you will hit pay dirt!  

Now before I get to far, let me start off by saying that I am by no means a computer or
internet expert.  Many of you will know things about either computers, software, the
Internet or all of the above which have simply escaped my attention or have exceeded my
limited knowledge.  If you have ideas, suggestions for improvement or comments, please
do not hestitate to let me know so that I can continue to make this workshop more useful
to more Scouters like you.

A SPECIAL WORD OF THANKS

This Web Page would not have been possible without the tremendous and dedicated
support of L. Gary Hendra.  The fact that I live in Virginia and that Gary lives in
California is alone testiment to power and potential of using information technologies as
a resource in Scouting.  Perhaps Gary and I will meet somewhere other than in
cyberspace at some future time, but in the meantime I am grateful that Gary has
extended the hand of Scouting fellowship to make this information available to you.  At
some points in this presentation you will notice that some of the pages for Internet
Resources are shared both by this page and Gary’s Internet Scouting Resources Page.



This is because, we have joined forces instead of wandering separate paths to try to
maximize our efforts provide all Scouters with the best possible information on Internet
Resources Available to Scouters. My hat is off to Gary with heartfelt thanks.  Now on
with the show!

DISCLAIMERS - A SAD NECESSITY

Official Policy and Opinion

This Web page and related Web pages are the original work of the author, except where the work
of another is specifically identified.   Any opinions expressed here are strictly those of the
author.  These Web pages should not be regarded as expressing any official policy on behalf of
the Boy Scouts of America, rather they are interpretations suggested by the author and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the World Organization of Scout Movements
(WOSM) or the Boy Scouts of America (BSA).  For official rules, regulations, policy, and
guidance you should contact a member of your local Council’s professional staff or refer to the
Official Literature of the Boy Scouts of America.

Use of this Web Page

This Commissioners' Internet Resources Workshop was designed by Michael F. Bowman
mfbowman@CAPACCESS.ORG for use in the George Washington District, National Capital
Area Council.  It is provided here as a reference source and a starting point for designing similar
workshops in other councils.  Please feel free to substitute your own local information for local
information contained in this document.  Registered members of any Scouting or Guiding
Organization are free to use this material to help promote the aims of Scouting.  However, Part 2,
Section 2 cannot be used unless it is used in its entirety and reflects that the material is
copyrighted to Dr. Bob Rankin, who has generously given permission for dissemination of the
information.

Seminar Participation - Sorry But You’ll Have to Do It Yourself

This Web page includes a sample advanced seminar for Commissioners.  This seminar is provided
as a sample only.   The idea is for you to conduct a similar seminar in your own Council and to
moderate e-mail discussion.  Mike is not set up to run multiple seminars and has restricted
participation to his local council. However, he welcomes comments, suggestions, ideas and
informal discussion.
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Gary Hendra -- The MacScouter -- WDL, Pack 92, Milpitas, California  


