"TO HELP OTHER PEOPLE..."��A Sampling of Service Project Opportunities�in Cedar Falls


compiled by�George Hutcheson�Eagle Patrol�C-25-96


�
"The teaching of service is not merely a matter of teaching in theory, but the development of two distinct phases-the inculcation of the spirit of goodwill; and the provision of opportunity for its expression in practice."


Lord Baden-Powell, Aids to Scoutmastership


Service to others is a fundamental value that leads right to the heart of Scouting; the twin aims of Citizenship and Character.  Both the Cub Scout Promise and the Boy Scout Oath specifically mention helping others.  The discovery that volunteer service can be rewarding is an important milestone along the road that leads from boy to Eagle.


The ideal service project will meet several criteria.  


The recipient of the service must truly value the effort.  If not, the Scout will soon discover that he is being patronized and will lose interest.


The Scout must also see the work as being a valuable contribution in which he can take pride.  "Make-work" will not have much value.


The work should appeal to the Scout and be something he wants to do.  Not that every project needs to be "cool" and sometimes the Scoutmaster needs to be a salesman.


The project should stretch the Scout's abilities but not be so difficult that he will be unable to do the work.


And of course, the project should be done with no thought of reward.


This document lists organizations that would welcome Scouts and their service projects.  It is not intended to be an inclusive list but rather as a demonstration of the range of activities that are available in our community.  


The list shows the name and address of the organization, the name of a contact person, if the organization would prefer that a parent or registered leader be present, and a brief description of typical projects.  For the most part, the project descriptions were taken verbatim from the returned questionnaires.


So, the next time a Scout asks, "What can I do for a service project?" here are several answers.





�
American Martyr Retreat House�2209 N. Union Road�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Father Knipper


	Telephone:	266-3543


	Parent/Leader:	Yes


	Typical Project(s):	Pick up fallen branches in Spring and after storms�Plant trees in Spring�Cut brush along wooded trail�Replace foot bridge over creek�
�
Cedar Bend Humane Society�1166 Airline Highway�Waterloo, IA 50703�
	Contact:	Jackie Nelson


	Telephone:	232-6887


	Parent/Leader:	Yes, Note: Volunteers must be 14 years or older


	Typical Project(s):	Envelope stuffing�General cleaning�Walking dogs�Playing with cats�Bathing animals�Building project - will be decided later, call for �information�
�
Cedar Falls Bible Conference Center�439 N. Division Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Karl Rutzmaser


	Telephone:	268-0787


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on the project


	Typical Project(s):	The Riverview Conference Center is a 26 acre campground with an endless number of service opportunities.  Listed below are a number of projects that we could use any amount of help with.�Leaf raking�Window washing�Painting - outside buildings�Picking up fallen branches�Trimming hedges�Repairing spilt rail fences�Transplanting trees and hedges�Weeding flowerbeds�
�
Cedar Falls Chamber of Commerce�10 Main Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	call the office


	Telephone:	266-3593


	Parent/Leader:	


	Typical Project(s):	Help with bulk mailing�The Community Mail Street office has a Spring and Fall cleanup in the downtown area.  Joe Raso is the director and his number is 277-0213.�
�
Cedar Falls Church of Christ�2727 W. 4th Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Pastor Boyd Kuester


	Telephone:	266-6763


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on project


	Typical Project(s):	Clean up grounds, other projects�
�
Cedar Falls Historical Society�303 Franklin Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Nancy Refern	or	Sid Morris


	Telephone:	266-3410			266-5149


	Parent/Leader:	Not required


	Typical Project(s):	One or two Scouts are needed to help at the Ice House Museum from 2 PM to 4 PM Saturdays and Sundays.  The Scouts would help other volunteers with setup and could help conduct tours.�
�
�



�
Cedar Falls Parks Division�606 Union Road�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Dick Bruns


	Telephone:	273-8624


	Parent/Leader:	Yes


	Typical Project(s):	General clean-up (by hand) of debris (paper, cans, rocks, and other general litter) in any given park within the Cedar Falls Park System. (23 parks included)�
�
�
Cedar Falls Police Division, Dept. of Public Safety�212 Clay Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Captain Dean Williams


	Telephone:	273-8614


	Parent/Leader:	Not required


	Typical Project(s):	The Sturgis Falls Celebration, which occurs during the last weekend of June every year, requires a tremendous amount of effort on behalf of police personnel.  A good part of this effort requires preparation prior to the celebration, such as the posting of "No Parking" signs, erecting of police tents, and a number of other tasks performed under the guidance of the police coordinator for the festivities.  The assistance of several scouts during this period would be most appreciated and would work under the guidance of a Senior Patrol Officer.  Further information can be received by contacting Captain Williams.�
�
Cedar Falls Recreation Division�110 E. 13th Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Bruce Verink or Brent Groomes


	Telephone:	273-8636


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on the project


	Typical Project(s):	Cleaning exercise mats�Counting flyers/mailers�Wash windows�Clean up Recreation Center parking lot and lawn�Clean stairsteppers and exercise bikes�Create a bulletin board on fitness, health, or community activities�
�
Fraternal Order of Eagles�2125 W. Lone Tree Road�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	trustees


	Telephone:	277-5612


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on the project


	Typical Project(s):	Not sure at this time, but in the spring they are sure some projects will be available�
�
Hansen Elementary School�616 Holmes Drive�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Tony Reid


	Telephone:	277-1194


	Parent/Leader:	Yes


	Typical Project(s):	During summer - care of butterfly garden and plants around the school (weeding, watering, etc.)�During non-snow months - pick-up trash on school grounds and Holmes Park�
�
Hartman Reserve Nature Center�657 Reserve Drive�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Jeremy Linsenmeyer


	Telephone:	277-2187


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on the project


	Typical Project(s):	varied - special events and ongoing work�(Editorial note:  I spoke with the Hartman Reserve staff.  Besides needing help with special events there is always work available.  Help is always welcome.)�
�
�
�
Holmes Junior High School�505 Holmes Drive�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Lynn Argotsinger


	Telephone:	277-7830


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on the project


	Typical Project(s):	Stuffing envelopes�Window washing�Planting flowers, shrubs, trees�Clean-up of grounds or buildings�
�
Peet Junior High School�525 E. Seerley Boulevard�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Dave Welter


	Telephone:	266-2657


	Parent/Leader:	Yes


	Typical Project(s):	Painting: bleachers, press box�Weeding, Edging Trimming�Grounds clean-up�
�
�
The Salvation Army�89 Franklin Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Mary Whitesell


	Telephone:	235-9358


	Parent/Leader:	Yes


	Typical Project(s):	NOON FEEDING PROGRAM�This is a free meal for the homeless and low income that runs Monday through Friday, 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM.  Volunteers are needed to help with food preparation, serving, and clean-up.  One can volunteer anytime between the hours of 9:00 AM and 1:30 PM.��Volunteers are also needed to record names of those who eat at the lunch program.  Hours are from 11:30 AM to 1 PM, Monday through Friday.��Entertainment is also needed.  This can be individuals, groups, vocal, or instrumental.  The hours one would perform would be from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM.��SHELTER PROGRAM�We have a Women/Children Emergency Shelter.  Volunteers are welcome to provide activities for the children, educational programs for the adults, etc.  We listen to any ideas you may have.��THANKSGIVING�Persons are needed to assist with meal preparation, serving, and clean-up.  Meal preparation begins at 8:30, the meal is served from 11:30 to 1:00 and clean-up ends around 2:30.  Shifts are available.��Entertainment for Thanksgiving Dinner is needed.  This can be individuals, groups, vocal, or instrumental.  We are looking for ½ hour performances.��SHARE PROGRAM�A discounted groceries program to community volunteers one Saturday a month.  Two volunteers from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM to unload the truck, pack boxes, two from 9:00 AM to 11:00 AM to pack boxes and help participants carry boxes to their vehicles.�(Continues on the next page)





(Salvation Army - continued from previous page)


		CHRISTMAS�Pack baskets of food to give out to low income families.�Put clothing out for Christmas giveaways (coats).�Help set up our toy shop and wrap toys to be given away.�Deliver food to home bound persons at Christmas.�Wrap presents for nursing homes, hospitals, children�Sort food donations and other donations.�Ring bells at Kettle locations from November 17 until December 24.  Hours are from 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM.  Shifts are available if necessary.��ADOPT A FAMILY�Buy gifts and provide a meal for one family or more, and also for individuals.  If needed, we can help supply what the people or group cannot provide.��(Editorial note:  Service hours could be gained if the troop held a fund-raiser to by the food, clothing, etc.)�
�
�
Sartori Memorial Hospital�515 College Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Diane Nagle


	Telephone:	268-3020


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on the project


	Typical Project(s):	Yardwork�Mailing projects�Organizing a party for volunteers�Painting, setup, prop design for annual Festival of Trees�Help at the May Breakfast�
�
Western Home�420 E. 11th Street�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Sue Schuerman


	Telephone:	277-2141


	Parent/Leader:	Yes, if under 12 years old�Volunteers must attend an orientation session


	Typical Project(s):	Visit one-to-one with residents�Bring and serve refreshments (in a group setting)��FYI... The Western Home does sensitivity training for youth groups to help dispel some of the myths of aging.�
�
Windsor Care Center�2305 Crescent Drive�Cedar Falls, IA 50613�
	Contact:	Shirley Katcher


	Telephone:	268-0489


	Parent/Leader:	Depends on the project


	Typical Project(s):	Putting together the newsletter�Visiting residents�Helping with simple projects�
�



�



Note: This is page one of the letter used to contact the organizations �listed in the service guide


February 15, 1997


� MERGEFIELD Company �«Company»��� MERGEFIELD Address1 �«Address1»��Cedar Falls, IA 50613


Dear Neighbor,


I am writing to ask for your organization's help in developing a list of Boy Scout service project opportunities.


Your organization would not be expected to provide a project each time a Scout called.  The intent of this list is to provide ideas and contacts for Scouts who are looking for opportunities for community service.  There are few restrictions on the type of service as long as the project is safe and meets with the approval of the Scoutmaster and, of course, the boy's parents.  Envelope stuffing, window washing, visiting with the elderly, helping to serve community meals, just to name a few, are all excellent projects.


Will you help us?  Please answer the questions on the back of this letter and return it to me at this address:�	George Hutcheson�	627 Fireside Drive�	Cedar Falls, IA 50613


My current plan is to present the responses to area Scoutmasters at the next Roundtable March 6th.  Your quick response will be appreciated.


Thank you in advance for your support.  Scouting service projects are truely a win-win proposition.  Scouts will learn that volunteer service can be rewarding, your organization will receive the benefits of the Scouts' efforts as well as becoming familiar to them, and the community as a whole will benefit from future residents who understand the volunteer spirit and civic responsibility.


If you have any questions please call me.  My office telephone number is 292-4119 and my home telephone number is 277-7584.


Yours in the spirit of Scouting,


George M. Hutcheson





�



Note: This is page two of the letter used to contact the organizations �listed in the service guide


Name of Organization�
	�
�
Street Address�
	�	�	�	�
�
Who to contact about projects��Telephone Number�
	�	�
�
Would you require that a parent or registered leader be present�
      ( Yes                     ( No                     ( Depends on the project�
�
Brief description of typical or potential projects�
	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	�	��
�
�
Thank you very much for your support.�
�
Please return to:


George Hutcheson�627 Fireside Drive�Cedar Falls, IA 50613





